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CONFIDENTIAL PHNOM PENH 5910 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, CB 

SUBJECT: FORMER CHIEF OF STATE CHENG HENG DEPARTS FOR PARIS 
REF: PHNOM PENH 4705 

1. FORMER CHIEF OF STATE AND HIGH POLITICAL COUNCIL MEMBER 
CHENG HENG DEPARTED PHNOM PENH APRIL 26 FOR MEDICAL TREATMENT 
(PROSTATE OPERATION) IN PARIS. IN PRE-DEPARTURE CONVERSATION 
WITH EMBOFF CHENG HENG MADE CLEAR THAT HE WILL TRY TO KEEP HIS 
SMALL POLITICAL FOLLOWING HERE INTACT DURING HIS ESTIMATED 
TWO-MONTH ABSENCE IN THE HOPE OF REENTERING THE POLITICAL 
SCENE AT A LATER DATE. HE HAS DESIGNATED MINISTER OF PUBLIC 
HEALTH SOK HEANG SUN AS INTERIM LEADER OF "NEUTRALIST 'PARTICI- 
PANTS IN THE GOVERNMENT.HE INDICATED THAT HE EXPECTS ANY 
CHALLENGE TO HIS FRIENDS' CONTINUING IN THE GOVERNMENT TO COME 
FROM SIRIK MATAK'S REPUBLICANS RATHER THAN LON NOL. 

2. CHENG HENG SAID HE HAS TOLD PRESIDENT LON NOL WHEN TAKING 
LEAVE THAT HE FULLY RECOGNIZES HIS PERSONAL FUTURE IS TIED 
FIRMLY TO THAT OF THE GKR. HE ASSURED THE MARSHAL AND US 
THAT HE WILL NOT PUBLICLY ATTACK CURRENT GKR LEADERSHIP 
WHILE IN FRANCE. IN PRIVATE, OF COURSE, CHENG HENG CAN 

BE EXPECTED TO DWELL ON LON NOL ADMINISTRATION'S MILITARY 
AND ECONOMIC SHORTCOMINGS. 
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3. WE SUGGESTED THAT CHENG HENG CONTACT FSO MARK PRATT 
SHOULD HE HAVE INFORMATION TO PASS TO US WHILE IN PARIS. 
DEAN 
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